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LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE BOARD

Dear Delegates,

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you to the 8th edition of WELMUN. The All-India

Political parties Meet is a committee that is summoned to discuss issues that pertain to all

parties and to save the time of the parliament. This is a platform used by different parties to

express their views on certain agendas which cannot be discussed in the Parliament. Keep in

mind that this is not a decision-making body, although parties can use the meeting to come

up with solutions which can formally be taken. We are discussing two agendas this year:

1. Discussion on the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) with Special Emphasis on Religious

Dress Code in Public Institutions

2. Infiltration of Illegal Immigrants in India.

The issue of the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) has been at the centre of political narrative and

debate for over a century. It is a separate set of rules that primarily covers the personal

matters of Indian people without prejudice or regard for religion in order to safeguard the

fundamental rights and Constitutional rights of Indian citizens. There have been numerous

discussions, reforms, judgements and protests with regard to the implementation of UCC and

it has caught the limelight once again after the Hijab controversy in Karnataka. The Executive

Board simply urges you to examine this issue from different angles and prepare resolutions,

keeping in mind the interest of the citizens of India.

As for our second agenda, the primary aim would be to discuss the crux of the problem and

formulate an efficient structure/procedure which will help the government to determine the

legality of immigrants. This issue has plagued India for years now, the rule of law and

integrity of the country has been undermined by the illegal migrants who engage in illegal

and anti-national activities.

You will have to keep in high esteem your party stances and your party policies, the



statements made by your co-party workers and your actions in the past. All of this simply

calls the importance of relevant and in-depth research. Whether you are relatively new to

the concept of MUNs and debates or you are rather experienced, please don’t hesitate to try

and give it your best go. And leave it up to us to give you an environment that is equal

parts fun and conducive to learning.

The groundwork of research has been laid out for you in this Background Guide. This Guide

is just a compilation of simple facts and this would act as a good starting point for your

research. From here on, you can cover topics more deeply and cover other aspects of the

debate.

Feel free to contact the Executive Board if you have any queries. Looking forward to seeing

you this fall.

Chair.aippm@welhamboys.org

The Executive Board

All India Political Parties Meet (AIPPM)

Aayusman Tiwari                                 Arham Jain                                         Rakshit Khurana

(Chairperson)                                         (Director)                                            (Joint Director)

Kartik Agarwal                                        Pranjal Baluni

(Joint Director)                                          (Rapporteur)



AGENDA 1: Discussion on the Uniform Civil Code (UCC) with
Special Emphasis on Religious Dress Code in Public

Institutions

Introduction

In a diversified country like India, where one can find infinite discretions in religious and

communal practices performed by its people, the issue of implementation of a Uniform Civil

Code is given huge importance as it possesses the power of reforming a whole community.

UCC has been on the table of discussion since the colonial period and recently, this issue has

caught the eye of a wider audience.

As the name suggests, the Uniform Civil Code helps in forming a uniform code for all

religious groups in some significant matters such as

● The personal status of an individual

● Rights related to acquisition and inheritance of property

● Marriage, divorce and adoption.

This code is presented under Article 44 of the Directive Principles of the Constitution

which states that the state shall endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code throughout the

territory of India.

Throughout history, the people of India have adopted different forms of practices and beliefs

which has created a large level of diversity.



Some groups have identical beliefs while even disparate groups with no connection do exist.

With such a great level of assortment, there are certain laws and practices followed by some

communities which are very oppressive and don't create harmony for certain groups within the

community. There is a certain hierarchy established in these groups which have gravely

affected the society. To address these social issues, the implementation of a Uniform Civil

Code is considered.

Given below in the guide would be a brief introduction to some of the important legislative

reforms made addressing the civil rights of an individual belonging to a particular community

and their brief history. Also beside it would be small briefs on the current needs of the society

and laws that seek to provide the citizens with more rights as a step towards secularism.

Article 44

Article 44 of the Directive Principles in the Indian Constitution lays down that the state shall

endeavour to secure a Uniform Civil Code for the citizens throughout the territory of

India. The objective of this article was to address the discrimination against vulnerable groups

and harmonise diverse cultural groups across the country. Since the UCC was a Directive

Principle, the State was not obliged to bring the provision into effect immediately and there

was space for the consent of the communities to be obtained. According to article 44, after

the implementation of UCC, the topic of functioning of personal laws will come under uniform

laws and it will lead to easy jurisdiction as the courts will have to refer to a common law which

applies to all citizens.

Significance of Personal Laws

The jurisdiction of a community is highly dependent on its personal laws. These laws regulate

the functioning of a certain group of people based on their religion, caste and belief and are

shaped considering the customs and religious texts. In India, Hinduism and Islam have created

vast communities and their personal laws have deeply shaped the society.

In Hinduism, personal laws apply to legal issues related to inheritance, succession,

marriage, adoption, co-parenting, obligations of sons to pay their father’s debts, the

partition of family property, maintenance, guardianship, and charitable donations.



In Islam, personal laws apply to matters relating to inheritance, wills, succession,

legacies, marriage, dowry, guardianship, divorce, gifts, and pre-emption taking

roots from Quran.

Goa’s Model of Uniform Civil Code
When it comes to solving issues related to marriage, divorce, and succession, a Uniform Civil

Code is followed by the Goan government. All communities in the state, including Hindus,

Muslims, and Christians, are governed by the same legislation. This legislation is based on

the Portuguese Civil Code of 1867, which was in effect underneath the state's Portuguese

rule. When the colonial period ended, this code was retained and is still in action. Even

though the Goan Uniform Civil code might appear to be unconditionally uniform, it has

specific provisions for certain communities like Hindu men can practice bigamy(an act of

marrying another person while still being legally married to another ) under specific

circumstances(if the wife fails to deliver a child by the age of 25, or if she fails to deliver a

male child by the age of 30). The civil code also has special provisions for Roman Catholics

and law inequalities in the case of adopted children

Widely Supported Legislative reforms:

The debate on the need for a Uniform Civil Code dates back to the colonial period. Through the

support of legislative reforms, society has tried to initiate the need for a Uniform Civil Code.

Colonial Era:

● The Lex Loci Report of October 1840: Emphasized the significance and necessity of

uniformity in the codification of Indian law, particularly in the areas of crime, evidence,

and contract. However, it also suggested that the personal laws of Hindus and

Muslims should be retained from such codification.

While criminal laws were codified and became common throughout the country, personal

laws were left to be governed by religious communities.

Post-Colonial Era:

Prominent leaders such as Jawaharlal Nehru and Dr B.R Ambedkar advocated for Uniform



Civil Code. However, they were forced to include the UCC in the Directive Principles of State

Policy (DPSP) because of the opposition they faced from the religious fundamentalists and due

to insufficient awareness during that time.

Still, some reforms were made which were indirectly related to UCC:

● The Hindu Code Bill: Drafted by Dr B.R Ambedkar, it was done to reform specific

Hindu laws. This bill legalised divorce opposed polygamy and gave inheritance rights to

daughters. This faced intense criticism and thus, was passed through four different

diluted laws.

● The Special Marriage Act: This Act was enacted in the year 1954 which provided the

right for civil marriages outside of any religious personal law barriers. It is applicable

to all citizens of India irrespective of their religion.

7
Evolving Hindu Community (Hindu Code Bill)

The advocation of the Hindu Code Bill spectacularly reformed the functioning of Hindu

personal laws. Dr B.R. Ambedkar drafted this bill with the aim of abolishing oppressive

practices which had done the work of deteriorating the social structure of the community.

However, the bill was not blessed with absolute support and it experienced great opposition

from the so-called protectors of the original personal law.

Amidst firm opposition to the code, a similar version was passed via four different

laws:

1. The Hindu Marriage Act 1955: This law strictly prohibits a Hindu from getting

involved in acts of Bigamy and Polygamy. Apart from Hindus, Jains, Sikhs and

Buddhists are subject to this law.

2. The Hindu Succession Act 1956: Under this act, a uniform and comprehensive system

of inheritance is presented. Females are granted the right of ownership of ancestral

property.

3. Minority and Guardianship Act 1956: This act defines the guardian as the person who

takes care of the minor or of his property or both of them. It also defines when the



minor is considered an adult and who acts as the guardian.

4. Adoptions and Maintenance Act 1956: This act allows a male Hindu to adopt a child

only with the consent of the wife if she belongs to the Hindu community. Without the

consent of the wife, the act of adoption cannot take place.

Does Secularism and Freedom of Religion Conflict with Implementation of
UCC?

When the Indian Constitution's Preamble defines India to be a "secular" state, it signifies that

the state is solely concerned with the relationship of man to man, man to state, but not with a

man to God. He is free to worship his own idol and

follow religious ideals. Secularism in India does not imply total non-interference, but rather a

principled distance from religion. Thus, the execution of Article 44(UCC) falls within the

umbrella of secularism.

Article 44 is founded on the basis that in a civilized country, there is no need for a connection

between religion and personal law. Marriage, succession, and similar matters are secular, and

hence they are subject to legal jurisdiction.



Popular Controversies

Shah Bano Case 1985:

Mohd. Ahmad Khan v. Shah Bano Begum case took place during the post-independence era. It

was a case that sparked the debates regarding UCC in India. Bano was a 73-year-old woman

who desired maintenance from her husband, Muhammad Ahmad Khan. He had divorced her

after 40 years of marriage by triple Talaaq (saying "I divorce thee" three times) and rejected

her regular maintenance. The Muslim personal law authorises this kind of discriminatory

unilateral divorce. The local court granted her maintenance initially. Khan, who was a lawyer

himself, challenged this verdict, taking it to the Supreme court, as he believed that he had

fulfilled all his obligations under Islamic law.

The Supreme Court ruled in her favour in 1985 under the All India Criminal Code's

"maintenance of wives, children, and parents" provision (Section 125), which applied to all

citizens regardless of religion. It also suggested that a uniform civil code should be established.

Following this historic judgement, there were nationwide discussions, gatherings, and

agitations. Under pressure, the Rajiv Gandhi-led Congress government approved the Muslim

Women's (Right to Divorce Protection) Act (MWA) in 1986, rendering Section 125 of the

Criminal Procedure Code inapplicable to Muslim women.



Hijab Row 2022:

At the beginning of January 2022, a dispute related to school uniforms was reported in the

Udupi district of Karnataka. Six Muslim girls were barred from entering their college

classrooms because they had their hijabs on. The girls started protesting against this

behaviour and gradually the protest spread across other colleges in Karnataka. As the protests

spread a counter-protest by Hindu students was started demanding to wear saffron scarves.

On 5 February, the Karnataka government issued an order stating that uniforms cannot be

ignored and clothes representing any religion or community cannot be allowed inside a

classroom. Thus, no exception can be made for girls wearing hijab. Following this was a

bunch of petitions filed in the Karnataka High Court on behalf of the aggrieved students.

Schools and colleges were closed down and on the 10th of May, the high court issued an

interim order restraining all students from wearing any form of religious attire. After a hearing

of about 23 hours spread over 11 days, the court delivered its verdict on 15 March 2022,

upholding the restrictions on the hijab. The court ruled that the hijab is not an essential

religious practice in Islam.

Many prominent figures have criticized the implementation of dress codes along with the

ban on the hijab. Meanwhile, The ban has been supported by Arif Mohammad Khan, Aaditya

Thackeray, Vishva Hindu Parishad, and activist Taslima Nasreen.



The hijab issue is a debate where no one argument is right. Both sides have valuable points

which can't be ignored. On one side we argue that public organizations should be free of

religion and religious symbols, and everyone should be equal. People who support this

believe that wearing a uniform promotes national unity and commonness among

students as they view themselves as equal.

Another side of the debate argues that the freedom of conscience and the right to practice

one's religion can’t be overlooked. Hijab is one of the most important religious institutions of

the Muslim and their right to wear it peacefully can’t just be taken away if it does not violate

the public order and peace.

Government’s Aim

The central government led by Shri Narendra Modi clearly shows strong support for

implementing UCC throughout India. The Bharatiya Janata Party has been the first party to

promise when it comes in power to make sure that a uniform civil code is enacted all over

India. This issue has been part of the party’s 1998 and 2019 Lok Sabha elections manifestos.

It is believed by the government that:

● UCC will offer women the right to equality and protection in areas such as marriage,

divorce, child adoption, succession, and property inheritance, among others

irrespective of the religion they belong to.

● UCC, would create a secular Indian society that will improve the

administration of justice by the court.

● Overall improvement in making neutral decisions is expected.

The Uttarakhand government led by the Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami has already

begun to generate a Uniform Civil Code for the state. After witnessing protests in Karnataka

over wearing Hijab in classrooms, the government in Uttarakhand has felt the need for a

Uniform Civil Code to make sure, such conflicts over dress codes and other religious matters

do not take place in the first place.

If Uttarakhand is able to implement a Uniform Civil Code in the state, it will become the

first state after Goa to execute uniform laws for all religious groups.



Supporters of UCC

Advocates of UCC are present all over India and present in large numbers. They believe that

● The UCC will lead to national integration and unity as it promotes one common law for

every citizen leading to people considering everyone the same. They believe that the

people will form bonds with each other as no one will be considered inferior to anyone.

● They also believe that UCC will create a modernised society as it separates religion

from being a key aspect of the social structure of the society.

● It is believed that UCC promotes the spirit of secularism in India as it helps in creating a

balance between religion and law. This will also lead to easy jurisdiction as the judges

will have to refer to one common set of rules.

● ●The LGBTQIA+ community: A Uniform Civil Code is nothing less than a beacon of

hope for the LGBTQIA+ community in India as it does not differentiate between

individuals based on their religion, culture, sex, and sexual orientation.

Possible Challenges

Opposition on any topic must have valid points on its side to prove its cause and when topics

such as religion and culture are concerned debatable points arise now and then. Thus, many

challenges have arisen and some of them are:

● It is unconstitutional as it takes away their right to perform cultural and religious

practices which were promised to them by the founding fathers of the constitution.

● Being the country of a thousand colours India's cultural and religious diversity

makes it practically impossible to set uniform laws.

● The right time is the key to success for every choice and the time for a uniform civil code

is still not here. Communal unrest due to controversies over the beef ban, saffronization

of school and college curriculum, and love jihad has made the times unsuitable.

Communities Opposing UCC:

● Muslim community: The Muslim community has been always against the

implementation of UCC. The All-India Muslim Personal Law Board has shown repeated

disapproval of the code and its demands of it as it did in the past. They believe that the



implementation of the Uniform Civil Code will lead to social unrest as it destroys the

right of citizens to fulfil their religious and cultural duties.

● Naga Community: The Naga minority also seems to be upset by the idea of

implementing a UCC. The Nagaland Bar Association has markedly warned that its

implementation would destroy their cultural ethnicity. The nagas are known for their

tribes that have distinct practices of marriage, maintenance, and divorce, which will be

affected by UCC’s

implementation.

Discussing Questions:

● How the implementation of the Uniform Civil Code will shape the
jurisdiction of India in case of religious matters?
● Discussing the ways to abolish religious disparities among the citizens
of India and how the government plans of preventing possible
protests over religion in future.
● How the enforcing of Uniform Civil Code will affect the personal
laws of your community?
● What are the actions taken by the government to address the issue of
Uniform Civil Code?

AGENDA 2: Infiltration of illegal immigrants in India

Introduction:

The issue of illegal immigration in India has been a matter of grave significance. People

migrating illegally from other countries have massively impacted the lives of those who

are already part of this nation. Around 20 million illegal migrants exist in India and



around 300,000 enter every year.

Who is an Illegal Immigrant?
An illegal immigrant is a person who migrates to another country without the permission

of the government or has passed the time which was allotted to them. People are taking

refuge in our nation for certain issues which cannot remain unsolved.

What is the cause of this immigration? Why are people leaving their motherlands and

immigrating to others? These are the questions which need to be addressed so that a

solution can be found for the welfare of this society

Impact of Illegal Immigration on the Major States

● West Bengal

As already discussed, the estimates of illegal immigrants in West Bengal reach up to

5.7 million, which is a lot for a state with a population of 120 million. These people

come here in search of jobs and livelihoods depleting resources and reducing the

availability of the citizens. The burden of this on the state’s resources can be very well

observed from the number of people already living there and this added burden is sure

to break the economic stability of the state and lead it to disruption. Many of these

illegal immigrants came to India seeking shelter during the Bangladesh Liberation

war, some went back but a large bunch decided to stay back.

Most of these migrants are poor unskilled labourers who live in unsanitary

conditions and work in the unorganized labour sector. They face problems like

scarcity of food, lack of medical facilities, absence or less of safe drinking water

and sanitation, poverty along with illiteracy. Most of these immigrants are

agricultural labourers, industrial labours, and household workers due to their lack of

skills and education. They are the main source of cheap labour in many industries.

● Assam

With the estimated count of illegal immigrants being 2 million. That stands to be

1/16th of the entire population of Assam. Even though the population of Assam is less

than West Bengal the percentage of illegal immigrants is higher in this state. The

population of Assam has grown by 710 per cent in the years 1901 to 2001. This can

be explained by the large number of migrants coming to Assam from other countries



mostly from Bangladesh.

It is argued by the local community that the immigrants especially from Bangladesh

have reduced them to a minority as the rate of immigration is very high. The

immigrants are grabbing most of the opportunities and are working to obliterate the

local group’s practices. They are setting a dominion status which has led to political

turmoil in the state.

Economic and Geo-Political Impact:

● Immigrants have provided cheap labour in the tea plantations since the colonial

period leading to the rise of the tea industry.

● As they provide cheap labour to many Household industries including Bidi,

Pottery, Mat, Candle etc, these industries have developed tremendously.

● The need for unskilled labourers has been fulfilled by these immigrants. ● The

immigration in large numbers has led to a rise in communal issues. ● Illegal

immigrants are also reported to commit crimes or be involved in smuggling rackets due

to their poverty.

● Land encroachment done by the immigrants along with the

unemployment they create is another of the issues.

● The agricultural and household industries have started to face huge unemployment

among unskilled labourers as the native Bengalis have competed against the

cheap labour provided by the illegal immigrants.

● Pressure on the resources continues to increase as the illegal immigrants use the

forests along with its resources, land, and roads for themselves. ● Many of these

labourers are unable to find proper jobs and due to their poverty, they are pushed

towards illegal activities like smuggling, theft, land grab and others.

Existing provisions:

1. UN 1951 Convention relating to the status of Refugees & 1967 protocol: In the

presence of 149 states, The UN 1951 Refugee Convention defined the term refugee



along with providing their rights. It also defined the legal obligations states had to

follow to protect them. Though India was not a part of this convention, it has

played a significant role in shaping India’s current situation.

2. Foreigners act, 1946: Failing once again to define refugees even though it helps

many, India’s foreigners act just provides the basic definition of a foreigner as ‘any

person who is not a citizen. This act does not differentiate between refugees and

illegal immigrants and doesn’t define the need for humanitarian protection for

refugees.

3. South Asia declaration on refugees: South Asia is the home to the largest number of

refugees and the matter of concern is that none of the countries is part of the UN 1951

Refugee Convention and its 1967 protocol. The South Asia Declaration on refugees

provides a model national refugee law that is meant to provide guidance to states in

dealing with asylum seekers and refugees and their treatment, and in enacting

national refugee laws.

4. Assam Accord: After the 1971 war, Bangladeshi refugees swarmed the Indian state

of Assam. As the Assamese culture is very different from the Bengali culture the

Assam Accord was set to protect it by restricting the illegal immigrants from entering

Assam. Barbed wires, fences and walls were erected on the border preventing refugees

from entering. The only ones allowed to stay were the ones who had arrived before 1

Jan 1966.

5. IMDT Act: Popularly known as the Illegal migrants Act 1983 was formulated to

recognise the illegal immigrants in Assam who had come from Bangladesh and to

deport them back. While formulating the protection of minorities after the Assam

agitation was kept in mind.

6. Citizenship Amendment Act: This citizenship act initially provided citizenship to all

the migrants who came to India after independence. This act set the terms for

eligibility for Indian citizenship and has been amended 5 times throughout history.



The most recent amendment happened in 2019 which provided citizenship to refugees

of 6 communities and reduced the required years of stay from 11 to 6.

Protests:

Protests make sure that the voice of the citizen is heard, and that freedom of speech is

practiced in a democracy. Protests regarding illegal immigrants have been happening from

times immemorial as there is never one understanding or aspect of this problem. A few

recent protests Include

1. CAA & NRC protests 2019

After the enactment of the Citizenship amendment act, 2019 along with the new proposals for

NRC, the country fell into a long series of protests. A large number of people were unhappy

with the terms of this new amendment as they found it to be discriminatory towards specific

communities while favouring others.

To understand the issue better we need to first deliberate the amendments to the Citizenship

Act of 1955. The new amendments provide illegal migrants of Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Parsi,

Buddhist and Christian from Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh with Indian citizenship.

This Act also reduces the minimum time for the eligibility for citizenship from 11 years to 6

years. Along with the CAA, the NRC(National Register Of Citizens) was to be implemented

in the rest of the country. Currently, it is only implemented in the state of Assam and

provides documentation for Indian citizens. The NRC was mandated by the 2003

amendment of the Citizenship Act.

Secluding the Muslim Rohingya, Sri Lankan Tamil and Tibetan communities this bill has

been a reason of frustration for many. The basic idea in the government’s mind while

formulating the bill was to protect the religious minorities in the neighbouring countries from

persecution in their own country. The government has mostly been successful in doing so but

it forgot about other religious minorities like the Ahmadiyya Muslims who face religious

persecution in Pakistan.

These protests initially started in Assam right after the amendment of the bill and spread to

other states like Delhi, Meghalaya, Tripura, and Arunachal Pradesh. Reasons for protest in

Assam were not religious but cultural. The people of Assam didn’t care for the religion of

the illegal immigrants, for them, every immigrant was a threat to their culture and the



Assam accord which promised to protect the same. However, protests in the national capital

had a religious angle to them. In Shaheen Bagh, the protests were done on a large scale

opposing the CAA & NRC majorly by Muslim women who had blocked the road for the

same. As time passed these protests started becoming trouble for the common citizens as

they blocked the road causing hundreds of people to take longer routes.

After a series of long protests, many states like Rajasthan, West Bengal, Kerala,

Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh, Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh decided to execute both the

CAA & NRC provisions. Other states such as Bihar, Andhra Pradesh and Odisha only

refused to enact NRC. The protestants were happy with these

results but not satisfied as the protests continued even after these

announcements until covid struck our nation.

2. Assam Agitation

Also known as the Anti-Foreigners Agitation was a movement in Assam against the illegal

immigrants who had entered Assam after the Bangladesh liberation war. The uprising

happened between the year 1979-1985 and demanded immigrants be detected and deported

back to where they came from. Leading the protests were the All-Assam Students Union

(AASU) and All Assam Gana Sangram Parishad (AAGSP). This was a period of civil

disobedience, political instability and ethnic violence. Many Bengalis were killed and this

bloodshed ended with the formation of the Assam Accord in 1985.

Discussing Questions

● What is the government doing to address the issue of illegal
immigration?
● What are the possible measures your party can take to eradicate
illegal immigration?
● How is illegal immigration affecting your state?
● What are the some actions taken by the government before to
address the issue of illegal immigration?



Documentation:

A position paper is a document in which you clarify your stance on the agenda. All the

delegates are expected to prepare and submit the Position Paper on both agendas by the 25th

of July.

SAMPLE POSITION PAPER:
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