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Letter From The Executive Board

It gives us immense pleasure to welcome you all to the eighth edition of the Welham Boys’ School

Model United Nations, 2022.

The United Nations Security Council (UNSC) is one of the six main organs of the United Nations.

The Security Council is the United Nation’s principal

crisis-management body, it is empowered to impose binding obligations on the 193 member states

and that is why the work done in UNSC is highly important for ensuring international peace and

security. The Security Council’s resolution is binding for the member states, unlike the other UN

organs where the UN can only advise the members. It is also enforced by the UN peacekeeping

forces and can deploy them to carry out their resolution.

This year it is of paramount importance for the United Nations Security Council to examine the

Russo-Ukrainian conflict and bring it to an end along with stabilizing international relations so that

a future conflict could be prevented. This guide has been prepared to brief you on the agenda and

give you a starting point for your research. However, no delegate should solely depend on the

information provided here as we encourage you to study beyond its scope. Apart from examining

the ongoing conflict, we also expect delegates to be well versed in the historical background of this

issue to get a better understanding of the topic and this will also help in the smooth functioning of

the committee.

The Executive Board expects the delegates to be well researched about the intricacies of this topic.

Documentation and lobbying would play a major role in the committee. Delegates are not just

expected to present information but also indulge in analysis and focus on argumentation. A

solution-oriented approach is always appreciated and delegates must think critically to solve

real-time issues. At the same time, we do not want first-time MUNers to get intimidated and will try

our best to make this a riveting experience for each one of you.

We now leave you with our best wishes and we hope that we all learn something amidst the fierce

competition during this two-day conference. Please feel free to contact the executive board

regarding any query.

Warm Regards
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The Executive Board

The United Nations Security Council

ShubhankarDhulia

(Chairperson)

Vishal Kumar Gupta

(Director)
Arush Kaintura
(Joint Director)

Atharva
Agarwal(Rapporteur)

Nature Of Reports And Evidences

Evidence or proof from the following sources will be accepted as credible in the committee:

• News Sources -

a.) REUTERS – Any Reuters article which clearly makes mention of the fact stated or is in

contradiction of the fact being stated by another delegate in the council can be used to substantiate

arguments in the committee.

However, Reuters reports claiming to quote any individual affiliated in any manner with any

government may not necessarily reflect the views of that government in totality. For example, at

times the office-holding individuals venture out for lectures, talks, discussions, etc. wherein they

tend to express things that are a contravention/extension of the policy they hold. So we need to take

into consideration the time and space dimension of such views and also the chronology of what they

spoke or what their government policy was posted and prior to this.

Thus, the Reuters report can be denied by any member state subject to their policy and it is only

when the report is accepted by the government that it shall be admitted as persuasive proof.

b.) State-operated News Agencies – These reports can be used in the support of or against the State

that owns the News Agency. These reports, if credible or substantial enough, can be used in support

of or against any country as such, but in that situation, they can be denied by any other country in

the council.
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• Government Reports -

These reports can be used in a similar way as the State Operated News Agencies reports and can, in

all circumstances, be denied by another country. However, a nuance is that a report that is being

denied by a certain country can still be accepted by the Executive Board as credible information.

• UN Reports -All UN Reports are considered credible information or evidence by the Executive

Board.

Please note that under no circumstances will sources like Wikipedia (http:// www.wikipedia.org/)

Amnesty International (http://www.amnesty.org/) or newspapers like The Guardian

(http://www.guardian.co.uk/) Times of India (http:// timesofindia.indiatimes.com/) be accepted in the

Council.

Introduction To The Agenda

The world continues to fall further into an economic crisis as Vladamir Putin escalates the

Russia-Ukraine conflict. This agenda that we discuss in the UNSC sessions of WELMUN 22’ has

been a game-changer in Global Politics. The West has already taken up its side and has pressed

heavy sanctions against Russia in an attempt to crush its economy. Countries like India

and China have had a neutral stand, whereas Belarus sides with Russia. The world is on the verge of

World War 3.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine has been the biggest threat to European security ever since the

Cold War. The attack began on the morning of February 24 when Russia announced a Special

Military Operation to “demilitarise” and “denazify” Ukraine. Russia’s declared aim is to protect the

people subjected to what Russia calls eight years of bullying and genocide by the Ukrainian

authorities. President Putin later added that this was also to maintain Ukraine’s neutral status in the

West-Russia relationship. However, Russia’s aim still lies to overrun Ukraine and depose its
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government, in order to end its desire to join NATO (North Atlantic Treaty Organisation).

The Russian army has been attempting to take control over major cities in Ukraine, such as

Mauripol, Kharkiv, Kyiv (the capital of Ukraine), and many more. The Russian military has till now

fought an aggressive war with airstrikes and heavy artillery firing in the cities, which has led to a

massive loss of civilian lives. However, despite the fact that the Russian Military is considered to be

one of the most powerful in the world, it has considerably failed to take control of the Ukrainian

capital, Kyiv. This exposes the incapability of the Russian soldiers, and even Putin has abandoned

his bid to capture the capital.

The war has led to a huge humanitarian crisis and a downfall in world economies. Coal and

electricity prices have spiked throughout the nations. Food and fuel prices have risen as well. The

Russian economy is estimated to fall by a staggering 4.1 percent this year. All of these factors have

led to Global Inflation.

The only hope that remains for the world to solve this crisis now is through diplomacy. Both

countries are subtle and neither is ready to give up. The conflict needs to be resolved and it is in the

hands of the Security Council to decide the world’s fate.

Historical Background

After 1795 Ukraine was incorporated into the Russian Empire. 127 years later, after the abolition of

the monarchy following the Russian Revolution, Ukraine & Russia were jointly incorporated into

the new Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. In the 19th century, Russia was part of a federal union

known as the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR), commonly referred to as the Soviet

Union. This Russia-dominated communist state consisted of 15 countries, with Ukraine as one of the

most prominent and powerful Soviet republics. In 1991, the political and economic crisis mainly due

to the Cold War led to the Dissolution of the USSR. This marked the emergence of Ukraine as an

independent democratic republic. As both Boris Yeltsin and Leonid Kravchuk signed the dissolution

of the USSR in 1991, neither realized that the treaty gave away a small peninsula on the black sea

that was mostly populated by ethnic Russians to Ukraine.

In the later years, Ukrainian president Viktor Yushchenko was ousted from power as he was a

supporter of the Russian president Vladimir Putin. After this, the Russian government in the support
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of the Ukrainian president waged a war against the country by creating havoc in the region around

Eastern Ukraine and especially Crimea.

In the years that came, Russia and Ukraine signed a friendship treaty that fixed the principle of

strategic partnership, the recognition of the inviolability of existing borders, respect for

territorial integrity, and mutual commitment not to use its territory to harm the security of each

other. The treaty prevents Ukraine and Russia from invading one another's country respectively,

and declaring war.

The existing state has had many contributing factors, but one main change in leadership decided the

fate of the two nations. After the resignation of Boris Yeltsin came. The successor to the post of

Russian President came in the form of Vladimir Putin. The change saw its first reverberation in

Russia’s foreign outlook, with the Second Chechen War. With Vladimir Putin in charge, Russia

muscled through the small republic and finally incorporated it into the Russian Federation.

On the other hand, in Ukraine a lasting pro-Russia president, Viktor Yanukovych was growing to be

the ever-faithful friend of Putin. However, a string of protests and riots named ‘Revolution of

Dignity’ saw him removed from power and replaced by Petro Poroshenko, an anti-Russia president,

that symbolized a huge shift in the foreign policy of the nation. During the unrest, while Ukraine

was under an acting presidency, Russia launched its conquest of Crimea before annexation. In a

swift series of events the tension and deadlock between Russia and Ukraine went from good to mild

and from mild to invasion. Ever Since tensions between the two have been hanging by a string.

According to Vladimir Putin, Ukraine is being controlled by fascist neo-nazis who are anti-Russia

and are being backed by the West and NATO, emphasizing that the Ukrainian people need to be

saved from this monstrosity. Russia in the past few years had put up military settlements around the

borders of Ukraine. There was an eight-year-long conflict between the countries which included the

Russian annexation of Crimea, and the war of Donbas which led to political tension in the country.

All these incidents ultimately led to Russia declaring full-fledged war against Ukraine. The war has

also affected the students who had to come all the way back to their countries leaving their studies

behind. Many students lost their lives and many more were injured too.

Cultural Background And Population

Russia is in control of Crimea and there are two regions in eastern Ukraine which are called Donisks

and Luhansk so these together combine to form the Donbas region of eastern Ukraine. Ukraine was
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once part of the Soviet Union after 1991 and became a separate country after declaring itself an

independent country on 24th August 1991.

Ukraine shares borders with both the European Union and Russia but as a former Soviet republic it

has a deep social and cultural tie with Russia and the Russian language is widely spoken there,

especially on the eastern side of Ukraine. Eastern Ukrainian regions which Russia borders have

more Russian-speaking people.

There are political as well as armed groups in eastern Ukraine who are pro-Russian. It's difficult for

Ukraine to counter the Russian culture which has a very long history. That is why if we glance at the

past, we will see that the western liberal democracy is doing that job for Ukraine and giving

ideological support to Ukraine in opposing Russian culture.

It is very difficult to defeat a culture as culture takes hundreds and thousands of years to evolve and

it's practically not possible to change any culture overnight or in a few years so it is the same thing

for Ukraine. It is comparatively a young country in front of Russia.

Observing the two nations in terms of culture, there are subtle differences between the Russian and

Ukrainian culture if one pays close attention otherwise at first sight one will not be able to figure out

unless he/she starts speaking about politics or carefully listen to their pronunciation or you see them

wearing their national clothes both the cultures are very close yet there are subtle differences which

are difficult to spot for an outsider. Culture is one of the most important things that President Putin

has used to justify Russia’s claim on Ukraine. According to Putin, Ukraine has always been an

integral part of Russian culture (the old Slavic regime) and thus he firmly believes that Ukraine's

political autonomy is completely unjustified. Even the distance between Moscow and Ukraine's

capital Kyiv is not much.

For Ukrainian people, Ukraine is their own country there are no two thoughts on it of course any

group or any section of the population that has pro-Russian sentiments inside Ukraine is not going

to be acceptable to the Ukrainian political fraternity as well as the Ukrainian majority and is also

seen as a threat against Ukraine's national sovereignty.

Political Background

There are eastern Ukrainian Russian-speaking groups that support Russia which are commonly

known as rebels and separatists. To understand this whole conflict, all the delegates need to be well
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aware of the history of political dominance in Ukraine and what was the political crisis that took

place there. Though it has been explained briefly we expect the delegates to be well aware of the

political, and cultural aspects which have ultimately led to the conflict.

If we look at the current president of Ukraine, Vladimir Zelensky is the current president. Before

him, from 2014 to 2019 the Ukrainian president was Petro Poroshenko and if we go further behind

from 2010 to 2014 the president of Ukraine was Viktor Yanukovych.

To understand the Russian and Ukrainian conflict, delegates should be well aware of the events that

took place during these three presidential terms.

The politics of Ukraine is divided into three categories the major ones are two but there are political

groups who are in between so together there are three categories in which all the political parties in

Ukraine irrespective of the ideology can be easily categorized:

• The first category includes those political parties that are pro-western and are supporters of NATO

along with being Pro-European. They believe in the liberal democracy of the western countries

and they are also anti-Russian. The current president of Ukraine Vladimir Zelensky has political

affiliation with the servant of the people's party which falls in the first category. Former president

Petro Poroshenko belonged to the European solidarity party which even falls in the first category.

• The second category includes all political parties that are pro-Russia. They like the old soviet

culture and are Eurosceptic which means they criticize the European Union and they are often

anti-west. They are not considered to be liberal. Former President Viktor Yanukovych in, his

political party 2014 merged with another political party by the name opposition platform for life

which is a pro-Russian anti-American, and Eurosceptic political party.

• The third category includes political parties that only focus on regional and local interests and

were formed in the last five-six years.

(Note these political parties have been divided into different categories based on a neutral stance)

As soon as Viktor became the president in March 2010 in the very same year, he made blunders. In

April 2010, one month after winning the election his government signed a landmark agreement with

the Russian government in the city of Kharkiv at that time Dmitry Medvedev was the Russian

president and the prime minister was Vladimir Putin. As per this agreement, Russia agreed to reduce

the price of natural gas sold to Ukraine by 30 percent and in return Russia wanted the Ukrainian
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government to extend the lease of the Russian naval base in the black sea at Sevastopol in Ukraine

for 25 years. This was the first instance when Russian expansion was noticed by other nations after

the deal.

After the end of the Soviet Union, in 1991 the newly independent Ukraine had many issues with

Russia one of them was how to divide the fleet of the Russian navy in the black sea among both the

countries so both the countries had an arrangement in which Ukraine agreed to allow Russia to use

the seaports of the black sea and other facilities in Crimea. This agreement was extended for more

than 25 years in 2010 after the arrival of president Viktor Yanukovych.

This agreement was heavily criticized by the Ukrainian public because they believed that the

agreement proposed a deal where Russia was given control of Crimea in exchange for low-cost gas.

Even the west played close attention to Yanukovych’s policies and the United States was not in

favor of his policies

In October 2010, Yanukovych amended the Ukrainian constitution to increase presidential powers

which led to discontent among the citizens. To regain its popularity after numerous corruption

charges, he and his ministers were totally in favor of signing the European Union association

agreement and there was significant support from the Ukrainian public even the public had full faith

in Yanukovych because this European union association deal was an opportunity for not just

Ukraine's economic reform but the Ukrainian public saw this as a civilizational choice but the

government went back on its promise and suspended the signing of European union Ukraine

association agreement which created civil unrest in Ukraine.

● It was a protest that turned into riots, then civil disobedience, and later into a movement and

the purpose of this movement was to remove President Viktor Yanukovych. Yanukovych and

other high government officials fled the country and afterward the parliament removed

Yanukovych from office. Soon there was a fresh protest in Crimea and also in the regions of

eastern Ukraine where the majority public was Russian speaking.

Petro Poroshenko was elected as the president in 2014. At this point in time, there were fresh

protests happening in Crimea and in regions of eastern Ukraine where the majority of the public is

Russian speaking, and taking advantage of the political nuisance and protests, Russia strategically

invaded and took over the Crimean Peninsula from Ukraine and it was planned strategically. Russian

troops who were masked took over the supreme council which is the parliament of Crimea and
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installed their own pro-Russian Sergey axion government in Crimea. Russia even conducted the

Crimean referendum and the majority of the people in Crimea and the eastern part of Ukraine are

Russian speaking so they voted in favor of the Russian Federation on 16th March 2014, Crimea's

independence was declared.

It is essential to understand the political background of Ukraine because then only a proper

understanding of the agenda can be done. What Putin did was he publicly spoke about protecting the

rights of Russian citizens and Russian speakers in Crimea and southeast Ukraine and immediately

after his statement, the Russian ethnic group in the eastern and southeastern regions of Ukraine felt

connected and there was already a crisis going on in Ukraine. In the middle of the crisis, these

Russian people in Ukraine strongly connected to the Russian president's statement and felt that

somebody was talking about them which created an ethnic division in the eastern regions of

Ukraine. Thus this is the period when the so-called foundation of the present conflict took place and

the annexation of the Crimean peninsula further escalated Putin’s move to take control of Ukraine.

The Russian annexation of Crimea

On 22-23 February 2014, Russian President Vladamir Putin called an all-night meeting with

security service chiefs to discuss whether or not to assist the deposed Ukrainian president Viktor

Yanukovych with leaving the country. The meeting concluded with Putin remarking “we must start

working on returning Crimea to Russia”.

On 23 February, pro-Russian demonstrations were held in Sevastopol, Crimea. After that, the

Supreme Council of Crimea was taken over by masked Russian troops without insignia. They also

captured strategic sites throughout Crimea.

On March 6, the Crimean Supreme Council voted to ask to accede to Russia. The council scheduled

a referendum for March 16, which offered two choices: join Russia or return to Crimea’s 1992

constitution, which gave the peninsula significant autonomy.

The referendum proved to be chaotic. Local authorities reported a turnout of 83%, out of which

97% of the population voted to join the Russian Federation.

On March 18, Crimean and Russian officials signed the Treaty of Accession of the Republic of

Crimea to Russia. Putin ratified the treaty three days later. Officially, Crimea was incorporated into

Russia as two subjects of the Russian Federation: The Republic Of Crimea and the Federal City of
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Sevastopol. The annexation was followed by the military escalating its presence on the peninsula

and leveraging nuclear threats to solidify its status.

Ukraine along with other countries thought the annexation to be a violation of the law. To counter

this Russia signed agreements to safeguard the boundaries of Ukraine.

After the annexation, as a result, Russia was suspended from the group of G-8 countries. Moscow

expressed concern about the fate of the Russians in Crimea, but no evidence showed any threat to

them. The Russian government justified the referendum and annexation as an act of self

determination.

Crimea has undergone significant changes in the past few years. A large number of Ukrainians have

left the peninsula since 2014.

Moscow has provided more than $10 billion in funding for major construction and infrastructure

projects, such as the highway and railroad bridges that now cross the Kerch Strait to link Crimea

directly to Russia. On the other hand, small business has suffered, particularly with the decline in

tourism, which once accounted for about one-quarter of Crimea’s economy.

Delegates should keep in mind that though Crimea's annexation took place in 2014 it is actually the

starting point of the major rivalry which has ultimately led to one of the largest conflicts that have

ever taken place in Europe. It is essential for the delegates to have a basic understanding of Crimea's

annexation by Russia and the response of the rebel groups in Eastern Europe in order to get a better

hold of the agenda.

Prelude To War

By late 2021, western intelligence agencies were warning the world of a full-scale Russian invasion

of Ukraine. The rest of the world was, however, skeptical of this intel and shrugged it off.

Nevertheless, western governments, the EU, and NATO began to supply military aid in the form of

equipment to Ukraine on a large scale. Meanwhile, on the border, Putin’s forces were gathering up,

setting camps and field hospitals for what they called a military exercise.

In June 2021, the American president Joe Biden met Vladimir Putin for a summit in Geneva. This

was where Putin handed in his ultimatum to the west. He laid out three demands for the west and if

they weren’t met, his army would march into Ukraine. His demands were:
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1. End to the expansion of NATO in Europe and elsewhere

1. Retraction of all NATO from Eastern Europe

2. America vowed to not protect its European allies with nuclear weapons

Clearly, the demands went too far for the Americans, so Putin had to respond. He recognized the

independence from the separatists in the Donbas, yet he had a much stronger move coming out to

play.

The War and Onwards

On the 24th of February 2022, Vladimir Putin authorized what he called a ‘special military

operation’ that saw rapid advancement of Russian troops, and military vehicles into Ukrainian

territory. Simultaneously cruise missiles and airstrikes hit military installations and air bases. The

outnumbered Ukrainians however fought back, slowing down the Russian advance, and denying

them control over key cities.

The world was quick to condemn the Russian act of aggression. Organizations like the EU and

NATO gave initial warnings to Russia of hard sanctions. When faced with ignorance, they delivered

extremely heavy sanctions that took a toll on the Russian economy. More than 600 foreign

companies pulled out operations from the nation. Exports to Russia were banned along with Russian

imports, Russian airspace for commercial travel was boycotted, Russian billionaires were banned

from entering countries and their foreign assets were seized, the Russian government's foreign

reserves were frozen, Russian banks were kicked out of SWIFT and ordinary Russians cannot use

their credit and debit cards anymore for Mastercard, Visa and American Express have ceased

operations in Russia.

In response to the catastrophic sanctions, Putin announced that he would keep his deterrence forces

on standby ie. his central nuclear command. The move single-handedly inflamed the tension to a

new level. The Russian delegation in the Security Council kept vetoing resolutions to stop the

fighting.

After some talks mediated by Turkey and Belarus, Russian forces have pulled back from certain

areas around the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv. This pullback uncovered several Russian atrocities,

especially in Bucha where more than 320 people including women and children were killed by

Russian Forces, incorporating a war crime. In response, the Russian government denied

responsibility and said it was a staged event yet the truth was glaring in the world's face and Russia
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was kicked out of the United Nations Human Rights Council.

Meanwhile, Ukrainian refugees, mainly women, and children flowed in great quantities into

neighbouring countries like Romania and Poland. Great efforts have been undertaken by a majority

of EU nations to accommodate the influx of refugees from Ukraine, mainly Poland which has

welcomed the most refugees through its borders. In Russia on the other hand, the news of war

prompted protests in Moscow and St. Petersburg followed by mass arrests of demonstrators.

NATO vs RUSSIA

On 12 March, 1949 the world went into the cold war. As the United States and the USSR raced to

develop new and better space and military technology, the West seeked safeguard against the

superior Soviet Union and planned to unite under one military organisation. This marked the

creation of NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation on 4th of April, 1949. This organisation

perceives military offense against one member as a military offense against all members i.e., a war

against one member country is a war with all member countries.

The US continued to expand NATO further into Europe, even after the Cold War. Some ex-USSR

countries, namely Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania joined NATO in 2004. Russia has also been

threatening countries not to join the western alliance. This was one of the major reasons of the

Russia-Ukraine War. Lately, Russia has pressured Finland and Sweden to keep away from NATO.

"Russia will be forced to take retaliatory steps, both of a military-technical and other nature, in order

to neutralise the threats to its national security that arise from this,” mentioned the Russian

Statement for the case.

Russia has been critical against NATO since its formation. It perceives NATO as a direct threat to its

national security. Russia believes that the west aims to surround the country's borders with the

military alliance. “America is at our doorstep with missiles. How will America feel if missiles are

deployed at Canada or Mexico’s borders?” Putin had asked in December 2021. If Ukraine joins the

military alliance, Russia will be totally surrounded by NATO member countries, which would be a

strategic disaster for the Russian Military.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and disregard for international law pose a serious threat to

Euro-Atlantic security.
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The war in Ukraine has changed NATO’s understanding of Russia’s priorities, risk tolerance, and

ultimate foreign policy aims. This forces NATO to not only return to its core mission—the defense

of Europe—but also to adapt its posture accordingly as quickly and sustainably as possible. The

militarization of Russian foreign policy and its revisionist aims in Ukraine will prompt NATO to

transition its existing strategy of forward deterrence in Eastern Europe to forward defense.

Russian President Vladimir Putin has used possible NATO expansion to justify invading Ukraine.

Now, that invasion might expand the alliance. Finland and Sweden, both formerly neutral Russian

neighbors, are applying for membership.

NATO Allies urge President Putin to turn back from the path of violence and aggression he has

chosen, and to immediately stop the war, withdraw all his forces from Ukraine, and engage in good

faith in diplomatic efforts.

While NATO stands by its international commitments, Russia has breached the values, principles

and commitments that destroy the NATO-Russia relationship. Beyond Ukraine, we see other

Russian military activities near NATO’s borders stretching from the Baltic to the Black Sea;

irresponsible and aggressive nuclear activities, military posturing; and cyber activities.

Timeline of events after the Russo-Ukrainian Conflict started

Here is a timeline of events that have taken place in Russia and Ukraine after the war has started so

that delegates can get a broader understanding of the topic:

February 24: Russian President Putin declares war on Ukraine, with Russian forces attacking

Ukraine from three fronts. The Russian president calls the invasion a ‘special military operation' to

‘demilitarise and denazify Ukraine.

February 25: Russian artillery firing on Kyiv and its suburbs as the Ukrainian forces battle the

Russians on the northern, eastern, and southern fronts.

March 1: Russian forces target a TV tower in Kyiv, killing five people, and intensify the

bombardment in Kharkiv.

March 2: Russian forces begin the siege of Mariupol. The Russian troops reach the centre of
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Kherson and capture the first large urban centre and by this time approximately 1 million refugees

have fled Ukraine.

March 4: The Russian forces seize Europe's biggest nuclear power plant located in. NATO rejects

Ukraine's appeal for no-fly zones fearing escalation of conflict.

March 8: Civilians flee the northeastern city of Sumy in the first successful humanitarian corridor

agreed. (Approx. no. of people escaping is 2 million as estimated by a UN agency)

March 9: Ukraine accuses Russia of bombing a hospital in Mariupol, evoking denial by the Russians

who alleged that the Ukrainian fighters had occupied the building.

March 13: Russia fires missiles at a base in Yavoriv near the Polish border.

March 25: Ukrainian forces launch an offensive to recapture towns outside Kyiv after Russia signals

it is aiming to conquer more of the eastern region.

April 3: Ukraine accuses Russia of war crimes following reports of mass graves and bodies of

people shot at close range in Bucha but Moscow denies the charges and alleges images of bodies

were staged.

April 8: Ukraine claims Russian missile attack on a train station in Kramatorsk killed 52 civilians

trying to flee the offensive.

April 14: Moskva, Russia's lead warship in the Black Sea sinks due to Ukraine’s continuous missile

strike.

April 21: Vladimir Putin declares Mariupol liberated, three days after the Russian forces launched

an eastern assault in the Battle of Donbas.

April 28: Ukraine claims that Russia fired two missiles into Kyiv during UN Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres's visit to the war-torn country.

May 7: At least 60 people are feared dead after a bomb strikes a village school in eastern

Ukraine. May 10: The Ukrainian forces claim to have recaptured villages from Russia in Kharkiv.

May 13: Ukrainian military shares video clips claiming it destroyed parts of a Russian armoured

column. A day later, Ukraine launches a counter-offensive near the eastern Russian-held town of
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Izium.

May 18: Finland and Sweden formally apply to join the NATO alliance.

May 20: Ukrainian fighters defending Mariupol's Azovstal Steelworks surrender to Russian forces.

Effects of the war

Far from Russia's war in Ukraine, stores are running out of cooking oil, people are paying more at

the gas pump, farmers are scrambling to buy fertiliser and nations are rethinking alliances.

Russia's invasion of Ukraine has triggered many problems. Ukraine and Russia are key exporters of

wheat, and barley, particularly for African and Middle Eastern countries. Russia is also a major

producer of fertiliser and petroleum. Disruptions to the flow of these goods due to the war are

driving up food and gas prices, causing shortages and pushing millions of people into hunger.

The world’s second-largest producer of wheat has boosted exports of grain across the globe to offset

supply disruptions from Ukraine and Russia. Higher fuel and food prices from the war exacerbated

Sri Lanka’s economic crisis. Annual inflation hit 29.8% in April.

More than 5.8 million people have fled Ukraine in one of the fastest-growing refugee crises in

recent history. Humanitarian groups are worried about this and have sprung into action. The U.N.

refugee agency has projected that some 8.3 million people might leave Ukraine. People are facing

challenges in getting food, housing, transportation, education, and money facilities.

The country of Romania has admitted more than 880,000 Ukrainian refugees, mostly women, and

children.

A 21st-century war in Europe — led by nuclear power — is pushing the world toward a

realignment. It has shaken up prominent global players such as the European Union and the United

Nations and forced countries to take sides in new ways that have led to escalating tensions and

momentous diplomatic shifts.

Russia is the second-largest producer of natural gas and the third-largest producer of oil. The

European Union is particularly dependent on Russian energy; it is now preparing to phase in an oil

ban on the other countries. The war is sweeping the global petroleum and gas trade as countries ban

or cut Russian energy imports, sanction Russian companies, face Russia's demands for payments in
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rubles and search for alternative sources.

The White House ordered an unprecedented release of up to 180 million barrels of oil from strategic

reserves in a bid to offset the war’s impact on soaring fuel prices. The U.S. also banned imports of

oil, gas, and coal from Russia.

Russia has more nuclear weapons than any other country in the world. Its military attack on Ukraine

has notably reenergized NATO, a military and political alliance of the United States and European

countries. Urgently, countries around the world have escalated military spending or have begun a

consequential reevaluation of their defences.

The attack on Ukraine prompted both Finland and Sweden to break with their policy of not

providing arms to countries at war by sending assault rifles and anti-tank weapons to Kyiv. For

Sweden, it's the first time offering military aid since 1939, when it assisted Finland against the

Soviet Union. The countries also have sought to join NATO.

Provided above are most of the effects that have taken place due to the war. We also expect the

delegates to be well versed in the decisions that have been taken by their countries and how the

nations in this world are affected by this conflict in order to come up with effective measures to

bring this conflict to an end.

Bloc Positions

The Ukrainian Support

Ukraine’s allies have most obviously emerged in the form of Western Countries. NATO and the EU

have been the most vocal supporters of the Ukrainian cause. More support came from NATO and US

allies in the East, Latin America, and Africa, with Australia, Singapore, Japan, Taiwan, Argentina,

Brazil, Turkey, South Korea, Georgia, Indonesia, and Israel. Taiwan in particular has played a huge

role by pulling out the world's biggest chip company, TSMC, out of Russia, creating a great chip

shortage in the nation. Finland, a neutral neighbour of Russia, is also a keen supporter of Ukraine

with more than 67% of its population supporting the idea of joining NATO.

United States: The United States always had an interest in Ukraine. When Ukraine got separated in

1991 the United States quickly recognized Ukraine and extended full support in 1994. It helped

Ukraine and Russia come to an agreement on the elimination of soviet nuclear weapon systems in
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Ukraine and ensure security and safety for Ukraine. The country has pledged to admit up to 100,000

Ukrainians and others displaced by the war, creating a new program for Ukrainian refugees to come

directly to the U.S. Since 2021 the USA has invested more than $4.6billion in its security. It has also

provided Ukraine with military assistance. Joe Biden, the president of the United States has also sent

around 12000 troops to help Ukraine in war. Russia is also one of the countries which have always

suppressed Russia and its measures. The USA has also provided aid of $33 billion to the country to

help it in the war. The United States sees this as a war between the people of Europe and Russia.

United Kingdom: Since the Ukrainian revolution the United Kingdom has actively supported

Ukraine and publicly condemned Russia. It has provided Ukraine with the assistance of about 1.3

billion pounds ($1.60 billion) in the war. The UK further provides humanitarian aid which focuses

to help the most vulnerable people affected by this war. The UK also has decided to provide Ukraine

with more than 800 anti-tank missiles and other military equipment too. The US along with other

countries has taken a stand against Russia, as a result, Russia was removed from the Human rights

council. Uk also said that the steps taken by the Russian president are affecting people all over the

world in some way or the other.

France: France has been actively involved in criticizing Russia for invading Ukraine. The country

claims that the Russian Invasion has given rise to serious humanitarian issues in Ukraine. France has

released €100 million to finance the most urgent humanitarian supplies, such as medication,

respirators, tents, and blankets. It has set up a humanitarian air bridge through Poland to deliver

these supplies to authorities in Ukraine or directly to the neighbouring countries taking in refugees.

France has also been one of the leading countries in pressing heavy sanctions against Russia. The

country aims to isolate Russia from the international financial system and France’s economy. This is

an effective stance considering that France doesn’t have any good relations to maintain with Russia

and that this is an opportunity to weaken Russian influence in Europe.

The Russian Support

Another faction of states has ended up sympathetic to the Russian cause. Syria, PRC, North Korea,

and Iran all have been strong supporters of Putin’s advance with Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad

calling it a “correction of history”. In particular, Central Asian countries have taken a pro-Russian

neutral stance. The Russian Federation's key partners in the Caribbean and Latin America, Cuba,

and Venezuela have been quick to blame NATO for its provocative actions that made the invasion

inevitable for Russia’s self-defence. A European friend and perhaps the only to Putin is Belarus,
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whose leader Alexander Lukashenko allowed Putin to use Belarusian

territory to stage his invasion. Belarus relies on Russia for it as well as stages provocative actions on

neighbouring NATO members.

Belarus: Belarus has actively supported Russia even from before the war began. Belarus allowed

the Russian Armed Forces to perform weeks-long military drills on its territory, which the Russians

did not leave after they were supposed to finish. The country did not oppose being set up as a base

of operations for the Russian military. The country also authorised Russian missile launchers

stationed in its territory to launch explosives into Ukrainian soil. Belarusian military is also accused

of fighting alongside the Russian military in Ukraine, but Belarus has denied all claims. The West is

pressing sanctions on Belarus as well. According to the Royal Institute of International Affairs,

Belarus's participation in the military conflict is unpopular among the general population, and there

were protests held on 27 February but were quickly dispersed.

The Non-Aligned

A number of nations have taken a neutral stance on the conflict. The main reason for this is that

these nations are primary consumers of Russian crude oil and natural gas or they inherit military aid

as well. At the same time, these nations have well-woven ties with the west that can’t be risked

being spoiled. The most obvious nation amidst this mix is India which has continuously abstained

from resolutions against Russia at the security council. Moreover, to join India in this fix are the

UAE, Bangladesh, Egypt, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia, and Armenia. Though it is estimated that PRC

is supporting Russia, China has not shown much interference in this conflict thus many nations

recognize it as a neutral state.

India: India's response to the Russian invasion of Ukraine has been distinctive among the major

democracies and US strategic partners. Despite its discomfort with the war It has maintained

neutrality on the issue. The world’s biggest democracy has bristled at Western pressure to join

anti-Russian sanctions and continues to buy Russian oil and weapons. India has long had friendly

ties with Russia and wants to avoid alienating Moscow, in part because it fears pushing Russia

closer to China. India has condemned civilian killings in Ukraine but has not denounced Russia’s

invasion. India abstained 5 times from voting in the UN security council, General assembly, and

human rights Council. India also stands shoulder to shoulder with the United States in opposing The

Chinese assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region while at the same time it has continued to maintain

its relationship with Russia too.
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China: China has been quite passive throughout the conflict. In the General Assembly Meet, the

country abstained from voting against Russia. China and Russia share contiguous borders of 4,209

km long. Both countries are trading partners, especially in oil, gas, coal, and arms. Above all that,

the USA is standing against Russia, and China is in no intention to abide by the USA. The country

accuses the west of pressing “illegal and unilateral sanctions”. Based on high moral ground,

cognition, and experience, China’s view of the Ukraine war can be described as an apolitical stance

or pacifist. This position has encouraged China to be one of the largest contributors to UN

Peacekeeping operations even in African countries.

Position Paper Policy

What is a Position Paper?

A position paper is a brief overview of a country’s stance on the topics being discussed by a

particular committee. Though there is no specific format that the position paper must follow, it

should include a description of the position your country holds on the issues on the agenda, relevant

actions that your country has taken, and potential solutions that your country would support.

Purpose:

Keep in mind the recent decisions taken by your own country and major events that have taken

place after the war and your foreign policy regarding the same. The Position papers should include

the following details:

● The delegate’s preliminary understanding of the topic and what it entails

● Allocation of the delegate and your stance on this agenda

● Your proposed plan of action and effective solutions

● Any information regarding your portfolio that you think that the Executive Board members

should know

● Furthermore, your expectations as to how this committee should progress and what are your

expectations from the debate.

Each position paper should not exceed two pages, and should all be combined into a single PDF or

word document per delegate (other formats will not be accepted.)
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Formatting

Position papers should include the name of the delegate, his/her country, and the committee, along

with the agenda —

● Be in a standard font (e.g. Times New Roman) with 12-point font size and 1- inch document

margins

Due Dates and Submission Procedure

Position papers for this committee must be submitted by midnight of July 25, 2022. Once your

position paper is complete, please save the file as your country and position paper and send it as an

attachment in an email to your committee’s email address, with the subject heading as your country

name and position paper. ( File should be saved as a country position paper)

The subject of the mail should be: Country Name - Position Paper Each position paper will be

manually reviewed.

The email address for this committee is chair.unsc@welhamboys.org
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